
The Widow and the Jars of Oil

A man died and left his widow and 2 sons in poverty. They 
owed so much money to other people that her sons were 
going to be taken away from her and sold as slaves to settle 
the debt.

Elisha told her to reach out to family members, friends and
neighbors and borrow as many empty oil containers as she
can get. He then instructed her to line them up and begin
to pour the oil she has into the empty containers.

Here’s what the story of Elisha & the Widow’s Oil teaches us:

• Our expectations are important! Do we expect good things 
to happen or are we always waiting for disaster?

• Spirit always says Yes! It will say “Yes” to 1 jar or 100 jars –
it’s our choice.

• Affirmation: I look for Good in every situation & I find it!

She filled it to the brim and had to move to a
2nd jar to keep it from overflowing .

The widow poured oil from her single flask
until she had filled every borrowed jar to the
top with oil. When she had no more open
containers or jars, the oil in her flask stopped flowing (it ran 
out). 

The widow ended up with enough oil to sell and pay off her 
debts. She also had enough to keep for herself and her sons.
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The widow did as Elisha told her,
and began to pour the little bit 

of oil she had in her flask into 
the first borrowed jar. 

The widow was desperate. She reached 
out to the prophet Elisha for help. He 
asked her to tell him what she had of 

value in her home. She looked and 
found only a single flask of oil – enough 

for her to use for a day, but no more. 
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